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English 4300/0001 and 4390/099 
Edith Wharton and American Noir 
Fall,2013 
P.A. Boswell 
3566 Coleman Hall 
Office hours: T, Th 2-3:30 pm 
paboswell@eiu.edu 
TEXTS 
James M. Cain, Mildred Pierce 
Patricia Highsmith, Strangers on a Train 
Vladimir Nabokov, Lolita 
Edith Wharton, The Age of Innocence 
Edith Wharton, The Children 
Edith Wharton, Ethan Frome 
ASSIGNMENTS 
L/3co -001/ 
l/ 390-0?9 
I will distribute a reading schedule for the semester. In order for this class to have any value for 
you or make any sense, you need to keep up with the reading. You will be responsible for 2 
short papers and one seminar research paper, due during Finals Week. 
ATTENDANCE 
I expect everyone to be in class every Tuesday and Thursday. 
GRADES 
Short papers: 20 % each 
Final research paper: 60% 
ACADEMIC HONESTY 
Dishonesty of any sort can result in a failing grade in the course. 
DISABILITY INFORMATION 
If you have a documented disability and want to receive academic accommodation, please 
contact the Office of Disability Services at 581-6583, and please let me know. 
